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AGRICULTURE 


4-H  MOTTO 


Learn  to  do  by  doing. 


4-H  PLEDGE 


I pledge 

My  HEAD  to  clearer  thinking. 

My  HEART  to  greater  loyalty. 

My  HANDS  to  larger  service. 

My  HEALTH  to  better  living. 

For  my  club,  my  corrmunity  and  my  country 


4-H  GRACE 


(Tune  of  Auld  Lang  Syne) 

We  thank  thee.  Lord,  for  blessings  great 
On  this,  our  own  fair  land. 

Teach  us  to  serve  thee  joyfully. 

With  head,  heart,  health  and  hand. 


FUN  IN  SPEECH  ACTIVITIES 


This  guide  contains  a few  old  favor ites,  plus  a number 
of  new  activities.  I hope  you  enjoy  them. 


These  exercises  are  designed  to  be  a fun  way  to  break 
into  speech  education.  They  can  even  be  introduced  for 
the  soc i al  part  of  a meeting.  Some  of  the  activities,  such 
as  impromptu  speaking,  can  be  practised  in  the  car,  on  the 
way  to  a 4-H  event! 


Speech  activities  can  be  fun  and  relaxing.  Try  to  get 
everyone  involved! 


4-H  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 


Thanks  to  the  4-H  and  Youth  Section 

Manitoba  Department  of  Agriculture 


CLUB  ROLL  CALL 


Think  up  new  roll  calls  for  each  meeting.  Standing  up  and  clearly 
answering  roll  call  is  a first  step  in  speech  education.  The  club  acts  as 
a friendly  first  audience. 


STRING  INTRODUCTIONS 


Pass  a ball  of  string  or  a roll  of  toilet  paper  around  a small  group. 
Ask  each  person  to  take  "as  much  as  they  need". 

After  everyone  has  his  share,  ask  each  person  to  talk  about  himself 
for  as  long  as  it  takes  to  wrap  the  string  or  paper  around  his  finger. 

This  is  a lot  of  fun.  The  leader  should  start  and  should  take  a relatively 
long  piece  of  string  or  paper. 


Addressing  the  Chairman  During  a Meeting 


Have  all  persons  stand  while  addressing  the  chair. 
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THE  4-H  CLOVER  INTRODUCTION 


This  is  helpful  at  the  beginning  of  the  club  year,  or  at  an  event 
where  there  are  a lot  of  new  faces. 

Give  each  person  a piece  of  paper.  Ask  each  person  to  find  someone 
they  don’t  know,  or  would  like  to  know  better. 

Each  person  draws  a large  4-H  emblem  on  the  paper.  Print  the  other 
person's  name  in  the  base. 

Take  five  or  ten  minutes  and  fill  in  each  leaf  with  information  about 
that  person. 


The  members  can  use  these  sheets  to  introduce  the  person  to  the 
group.  The  sheets  can  be  attached  to  the  wall  for  others  to  read.  Infor- 
mation can  be  added  to  the  page  as  you  learn  more  about  that  person,  (if 
used  over  several  days) 


Adults  like  this  as  well  as  the  4-H  members! 
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ICE  BREAKER 


Talk  about  yourself  by  answering  these  questions: 

- what’s  your  name? 

- where  do  you  1 ive? 

- where  do  you  go  to  school? 

- what  sports  or  hobbies  do  you  like? 

Talk  about  your  favorite  sport,  book,  friend,  animal,  your  first  toy, 
an  incident  at  school,  etc.,  for  i minute. 

Talk  about  an  experience  you  have  had  and  which  you  will  never  forget, 
and  one  you  are  eager  to  tell  about  for  one  minute. 

Relate  an  incident  from  your  life  which  taught  you  a lesson  and  act  it 
out  (90  seconds). 

Relate  an  incident  out  of  your  life  demonstrating  an  activity  just  as 
it  happened  to  you  (1  minute). 

Impromptu  talk  about  anything  at  all  for  60  seconds  - no  preparat i ons ! 

Talk  about  an  incident  that  made  you  excited.  Relive  the  experience 
with  all  the  fervor  you  felt  when  it  happened  to  you  (60  seconds). 

Talk  about  an  incident  that  made  you  mad.  Speak  very  forcefully  (20 
seconds) . 

Talk  on  a subject  you  enjoy  talking  about  (90  seconds). 

Have  members  take  turns  making  and  giving  reports  on  events,  tours, 
and  club  activities.  They  don’t  have  to  be  too  long  or  complicated.  It's 
just  another  opportunity  to  get  4-H'ers  on  their  feet  in  front  of  a group. 


NOTE:  Remember  to  have  some  leader(s)  and/or  member(s)  given  the 

responsibility  to  watch  for  and  report  POSITIVE  behavior,  ideas, 
delivery,  etc.  each  time  an  exercise  is  done.  This  is  also  good 
practise  in  ’’learning  to  listen"  and  "learning  to  praise  the 
other"  for  those  designated  the  job.  Praise  needs  to  be  sincere. 
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FREE  ASSOCIATION  - INCREASE  SPEED  OF  THINKING 


Give  members  a word  and  tell  them  they  have  one  minute  to  write  down 
as  many  words  or  ideas  as  come  into  their  heads  that  are  related  to  that 
word,  e.g.  the  word  is  cat  - rat,  mat,  fur,  kitten,  tree,  dog,  bark,  etc. 

After  one  minute,  say  time  and  count  up  their  words.  Have  one  member 
read  their  first  five  words  and  another  read  their  last  five  words  to  give 
everyone  an  idea  of  what  is  going  on. 

Progressing  from  this  point,  you  can  direct  a word  at  one  member  and 
have  him  say  the  first  thing  that  comes  to  his  head.  Keep  firing  words  at 
each  of  the  members  and  have  them  respond  immediately.  This  gets  them 
speaking  and  thinking. 

From  here,  go  to  relating  incidents.  Give  them  a word  and  have  them 
compose  one  or  two  sentences  about  something  that  happened  regarding  that 
word.  Perhaps  give  them  the  guidelines  of  who,  why,  when  and  where,  e.g. 
the  word  is  dog  - I remember  when  I became  the  proud  owner  of  my  first 
dog.  His  name  was  Dixie  and  he  was  my  birthday  present.  Dixie  came  all 
the  way  from  Saskatchewan. 

This  is  leading  into  impromptu  speaking  which  is  tremendous  for 
developing  confidence. 

Reports 


Have  members  take  turns  making  and  giving  reports  on  club  events, 
tours,  meetings,  etc.  They  don't  have  to  be  long  or  complicated.  This 
gives  them  practise  in  preparing  a short  speech  and  they  will  feel  more 
comfortable  speaking  about  something  familiar.  The  member  is  able  to  share 
the  benefit  he  or  she  received  from  attending  the  event. 
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KEEP  TALKING 


Arrange  the  group  In  a circle.  Have  one  member  start  talking  about  a 
subject  such  as  'cats’.  For  example:  "Cats  are  soft  and  furry.  Cats  have 
four  legs.  Cats  have  green  eyes." 

Then  the  leader  says  "STOP"  on  a noun  such  as  'eyes'  and  chooses 
another  person  to  begin  talking  about  'eyes'.  This  game  is  quite  enjoyable 
and  can  bring  lots  of  laughs.  You  can  see  that  this  prompts  the  4-H  member 
to  be  thinking  as  well  as  standing  and  talking. 

In  earlier  stages  of  confidence  development,  have  your  group  sit  down 
to  do  this  exercise. 


CHARADES 


Each  person  writes  the  name  of  a book,  movie,  T.V.  show,  or  song  on  a 
piece  of  paper  (be  sure  they  write  under  the  title  whether  it  is  a book, 
movie,  etc.).  These  titles  are  then  put  into  a hat. 

(It  could  be  the  responsibility  of  a junior  leader  or  a social 
convenor  to  have  these  titles  prepared  beforehand.) 

One  person  comes  up,  draws  a title  and  acts  it  out  one  word  at  a time, 
using  no  sound.  They  must  first  indicate  whether  it  is  a song,  movie  or 
T.V.  show  by  actions,  an  open  mouth  for  a song,  open  hands  for  a book, 
making  a square  for  T.V.  and  pretend  to  look  through  a movie  camera  for  a 
mov i e . 

They  should  then  indicate  whether  it  is  the  first  word,  second  word, 
etc.,  and  begin  acting  it  out.  They  continue  until  someone  from  the 
audience  guesses  the  title;  the  next  person  in  line  then  goes  and  draws  a 
title  and  acts  his  out.  This  is  really  fun  and  good  practise.  In  the 
earl ier  stages  of  confidence  development,  you  could  do  this  as  a group  of 
two  or  five  persons.  Remember  the  need  to  have  this  exercise  fun  and 
positive  for  the  participants.  Reinforce  positively! 
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GOODIE  BAGS 


Ask  members  to  bring  one  or  two  small  articles  from  home.  Split  the 
large  group  into  small  groups  of  seven  to  ten.  Give  each  group  a bag  of 
articles  to  use. 

In  turn,  each  member  chooses  an  article  from  the  goodie  bag.  The 
person  takes  a few  seconds  to  think,  then  speaks  on  the  article. 

The  speaker  may  describe  the  article,  explain  its  real  or  imaginary 
use,  or  tell  a story  that  the  article  reminds  him  of. 


WHAT  WOULD  HAPPEN  IF 


The  task  is  to  think  of  the  possible  consequences  of  certain  unusual 
happenings.  This  activity  encourages  you  to  think  past  the  commonplace 
solutions  of  problems. 

Young  people  enjoy  thinking  up  and  explaining  their  answers  to  silly 
questions.  Young-at-hearts  enjoy  this  too! 

Example:  What  would  happen  if  we  also  had  two  eyes  in  the  back  of  our 

heads? 

Possible  Answers: 

1.  Cars  would  not  need  rear-view  mi rrors  and  accidents  would  decrease. 

?.  Haircuts  would  be  shorter  in  back. 

3.  Optometrists  would  have  twice  as  much  business,  etc. 
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PICTURE  ALBUM 


Ask  each  member  to  provide  a picture  or  drawing  taken  from  an  old 
magaz i ne . 

You  can  either  (1)  pile  the  pictures  or 

(2)  stick  the  pictures  in  an  album 

Start  an  ongoing  story.  Hold  the  picture  so  the  group  can  see  it.  In 
the  middle  of  one  of  your  sentences,  pass  the  album  on  to  the  next  person 
who  must  continue  the  story  with  the  next  photo. 

Variations 


1.  Your  group  can  add  ’'rules'’,  depending  on  their  age  and  ability, 
e.g.  You  must  say  three  sentences. 

2.  You  can  do  this  with  single  words  on  pieces  of  paper. 


THE  MIND'S  EYE 


Mater i al s : pieces  of  paper,  ink  or  paint 
In  small  groups  of  four  to  six: 

Fold  a piece  of  paper,  drop  some  ink  in  the  crease,  then  press  the 
paper  to  get  strange  shapes. 

Take  turns  explaining  the  strange  shape  you  have  created.  What  is 
it?  What  can  it  do?  What  do  you  use  it  for? 

Trade  pictures  and  go  around  again. 

Note : This  is  a creative  exercise  that  can  also  be  a lot  of  fun. 


DEFENDING  OPINIONS 


Split  the  group  into  groups  of  three  by  numbering  1,  2 , 3,  etc.,  or 
having  them  form  three  rows  at  the  front  and  then  send  them  off  around  the 
room  in  threes. 

Before  splitting  them  into  groups,  tell  them  they  are  going  to  have 
some  fun  defending  their  opinions.  You  will  assign  each  an  opinion.  They 
will  choose  their  side  and  then  they  are  to  defend  that  opinion  against  the 
other  two  in  the  group,  who  must  be  on  the  other  side  (regardless  of  what 
they  really  believe). 

E.G.  The  opinion  is  "school  should  be  optional  after  10  years  of  age.  The 
opinion  is  for  the  number  l's  to  defend  so  they  choose  their  side  and 
the  2's  and  3's  are  automatically  on  the  other  side. 

Give  them  about  5 minutes  each  to  defend  their  opinions.  (If  you  want 
topics,  brainstorm  with  the  group  for  a few  minutes). 


YOU  DON'T  KNOW  WHAT  YOU  ARE  TALKING  ABOUT 


Arrange  everyone  in  a semi -circle  and  tell  them  that  you  are  going  to 
select  several  speakers  from  among  them.  Each  speaker  talks  for  two 
minutes  on  a subject  about  which  he  knows  absolutely  nothing!  He  must  keep 
on  talking  on  this  subject  and  the  more  nonsense  he  talks,  the  better  and 
funnier  it  wi.l  1 be  for  his  audience.  This  may  be  more  suitable  for  more 
advanced  members. 

Here  are  some  subjects: 

1.  The  sewer  system  in  Moscow. 

2.  Problems  of  gardening  on  the  moon. 

3.  How  many  dadoes  are  on  the  average  1 i no  and  whey  there  are  not 
more . 

4.  Seaweed  is  impractical  for  stuffing  upholstery. 

Here  are  some  really  abstract  topics: 

1.  And  after  all,  if  so,  why  not? 

2.  It  is  and  it  isn’t  depending  on  whether  it  is  or  not! 

3.  Why  we  seldom  say  "always"  and  why  we  never  say  "maybe". 

4.  Is  it  colder  in  winter  than  it  is  in  the  city? 
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IMPROMPTU  SPEECHES 


Familiar  topics  are  written  on  pieces  of  paper  and  put  in  a hat.  One 
person  begins  and  draws  a topic  and  is  given  two  minutes  to  think  about 
it.  A stop  watch  or  clock  with  a second  hand  should  be  used.  He  rises  and 
makes  his  speech,  being  carefully  timed.  He  should  keep  in  mind  the  parts 
of  a speech  - introduction,  body  and  conclusion.  He  speaks  for  two  minutes 
to  begin  with,  but  later  impromptu  speeches  may  go  up  to  five  minutes.  The 
timer  should  stand  up  when  there  is  onehalf  minute  left  to  speak, 
indicating  to  the  speaker  the  time  left.  While  one  person  is  speaking,  the 
next  person  should  be  given  his  topic  giving  him  some  time  to  think  about 
i t . 

These  speeches  should  be  evaluated.  Each  person  should  get  an  opport- 
unity to  evaluate  the  other.  At  first  the  leader  may  evaluate  all  the 
speeches.  Remember  the  positive  re i nforcement . There  are  good  points  to 
every  speech. 

The  first  time  impromptu  speeches  made,  you  may  put  emphasis  on 
introduction  only  and  check  this  carefully.  The  next  time  the  subject 
material  may  be  stressed,  another  time  the  speaker,  stance,  gesures,  etc. 

Some  topics  are: 

1.  The  trip  I'd  like  to  take. 

2.  The  most  fun  I had  in  4-H. 

3.  A community  project. 

4.  My  favourite  television  program. 

3.  My  favourite  animal. 

6.  The  person  I most  admire. 

7.  University  should  be  available  to  all. 

8.  The  value  of  lowering  the  drinking  age  to  16. 

Make  sure  the  topics  suit  the  age  group  you  are  working  with.  Ask 
club  members  to  add  their  topics  to  the  hat!  It  will  help  them  appreciate 
their  club  leader’s  efforts! 

Nervous  Speakers? 

If  a person  is  too  nervous  to  get  up  and  speak  the  first  time,  have 
the  small  group  act  like  radio  intervi ewers . The  speaker  takes  on  the  role 
of  a person  being  interviewed  and  answers  their  questions.  Don’t  push  the 
speaker  too  hard. 
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Introducing  a Guest  Speaker: 


No  - No's 

- as  an  M.C.  don't  steal  the  spotlight  to  boost  your  own  ego. 

- don't  go  on  and  on  and  on. 

- don't  apple  polish  the  guest  speaker  - Could  be  hard  for  speaker  to  live 
up  to  expectations  you  have  created. 

Do' s Essentials  of  Introduction 

- Why  this  subject?  Speaker  should  relate  directly  to  the  occasion. 

- Why  this  subject  to  this  audience? 

- Why  this  subject  to  this  audience  at  this  time? 

- Why  this  subject  to  this  audience  at  this  time  by  this  speaker? 

Don't  elaborate  on  background  of  speaker  unless  it  is  directly  relevant 
to  group  and  occasion. 

Duration  1 - 1 j minutes 

::::::  Mention  to  speaker's  name  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  1 ast  - clearly 
and  distinctly  - to  the  audience!  Shake  speaker's  hand  between 


introduction  and  speech  if  desired. 
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PsOUND  TABLE 


Divide  the  4-H'ers  into  groups  of  no  more  than  eight.  Have  each  group 
sit  around  a table.  Each  person  is  given  a chance  to  stand  and  speak  and  each 
person  has  the  opportunity  to  act  as  a chairman.  The  person  on  the  right 
introduces  the  person  next  to  him  in  the  proper  way.  The  speaker  then 
stands  and  gives  a talk  of  one  minute  or  two  minutes.  After  his  talk,  the 
person  on  his  left  is  the  speaker,  and  he  introduces  him  to  the  others. 

Topics  may  be 

- Personal  experiences  - MMy  most  embarrassing  moment",  "My  hobby",  or 

"My  pet  peeve". 

- Prepared  questions  - A list  of  questions  of  variety  and  interest  is  pre- 

pared and  one  question  is  given  to  each  person,  who  answers  in  an 
impromptu  speech. 

- Across  table  discussion  - Announce  a cont rovers i al  topic.  All  the  4-H'ers 

on  one  side  of  the  table  speak  on  the  affirmative  and  those  on  the 
other  side  take  the  opposite  view.  Each  one  states  an  opinion  taking 
turns,  affirmative  then  negative. 

- Chain  topics  - The  tallest  person  in  the  group  starts.  He  thinks  of  a 

question  and  gives  it  to  the  4-H'er  next  to  him.  She  stands  and 
answers  it,  and  then  thinks  of  a question  for  the  person  next  to  her, 
and  so  on  around  the  table. 

- Headlines  - Headlines  are  clipped  from  newspapers.  A headline  is  handed 

to  each  person  and  that  is  the  subject  of  their  speech.  They  talk  on 
whatever  comes  to  their  mind  when  reading  the  headline. 

o 
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POSTURE 


In  a relaxed  atmosphere,  ask  members  to  practise  various  postures. 
Emphasize  that  correct  posture  makes  them  look  more  confident  and  capable. 
Voice  projection  improves  and  fatigue  is  reduced  with  good  posture. 


Postures  to  Practise 


eg.  proud 
happy 

I am  worthwh  i 1 e 
f r i end  1 y 


dejected 

angry 

I want  you  to  1 i sten 
to  me 


enthus i ast i c 
the  way  I feel  my  best 
I don’t  want  to  listen 
to  you 


Pick  a ’’listening  partner".  Practise  speaking,  not  shouting,  so  that 
your  partner  can  hear  you  at  various  distances. 

You  can  read  a statement,  ask  a question,  or  practise  a speech. 
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MOCK  BANQUET 


Members  plan  a Mmock  banquet",  assigning  the  various  jobs,  and 
designing  the  particular  situation.  Members  practice  introductions,  being 
guest  speaker,  thanking  a guest  speaker,  presenting  and  accepting  gifts, 
welcoming  guests,  toasts,  table  manners,  etc. 

Costumes  add  a lot  to  this  activity.  Members  get  a "dry  run"  at  a 
special  event  and  feel  more  confident  when  the  "real  one"  rolls  around. 

Examp 1 e Job  to  be  done:  You  are  to  thank  the  guest  speaker.  Her  talk 
was  on  "Blubber  Farms  in  Northern  Alberta".  Your  "thank  you" 
should  indicate  that  you  listened  closely.  Be  enthusiastic, 
friendly,  and  polite. 
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TIPS  FOR  USING  A MICROPHONE 


If  the  microphone  is  an  adjustable  one,  adjust  it  so  it  is  about 
throat  height,  with  the  receiver  tilted  up  towards  your  chin. 

Step  back  about  a foot  and  don't  touch  the  microphone  again. 

Do  not  blow  into  a "mike"  to  test  it.  Your  breath's  moisture  is 
damaging  to  the  equipment.  Tap  it  1 ight 1 y with  your  fingernail. 

The  microphone  should  he  capable  of  projecting  your  voice  into  the 
four  corners  of  the  room.  Speak  in  a normal  tone. 

If  you  have  a choice  betweeen  a podium  "mike"  and  a standing  "mike", 
choose  the  latter.  You  will  appear  more  open  to  the  audience  and  the 
audience  will  better  appreciate  your  gestures  if  they  are  not  blocked  from 
view. 


Take  note  of  the  various  cords  as  you  walk  up. 

Try  to  practise  with  a microphone.  Perhaps  your  school  or  church 
would  help  with  this. 


Step  up  confidently.  Check  for  cords. 
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GROUP  READINGS 


This  activity  allows  each  member  to  take  part  in  a lively  reading  of 
various  plays  or  poems.  Everyone  gets  his  turn  to  speak.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  have  particular  voices  or  character i st ics  for  certain  parts. 

The  purpose  of  the  exercise  is  to  allow  the  participants  to  have  fun, 
while  practising  speaking  out  loud.  Group  or  choral  readings  are  not 
designed  to  entertain  an  audience. 

When  first  beginning,  the  readers  may  need  a little  help  with  the 
rhythm.  Assign  parts  to  suit  the  size  of  your  group.  It's  a good  idea  to 
tape  it  and  play  it  back  for  everyone. 


A few  sample  selections  are  on  the  following  pages. 

The  speakers  will  notice  it  is  important  to  concentrate,  to  cooperate, 
to  listen  and  to  pronounce  clearly. 

Procedure : The  leader  reads  the  selection  over  out  loud. 

Assign  Parts  Do  not  make  talent  the  basis  for  assignment.  Share  the 
solo  parts  around. 


You  may  want  to  copy  the  poems  so  members  have  their  own  copies. 


A1  1 

DEM  BONES  GONNA  RISE  AGAIN. 


Hippopotamus  and  kangaroo. 


Group  1 


Solo  1 


In  come  de  animals,  two  by  two; 


ABOUT  THE  ANIMAL  KINGDOM 


IN  COME  DE  ANIMALS 
Folk  Song 


16 


Duet  I 


Group  2 


Trio  I 


In  come  de  animals,  three  by  three; 

Solo  2 

Two  big  cats  and  a bumbl.ebee. 

A1  1 

DEM  BONES  GONNA  RISE  AGAIN. 

Group  1 

In  come  de  animals,  four  by  four; 

Duet  1 Duet  2 

Two  through  de  window  and  two  through  de  door. 
A1  1 

DEM  BONES  GONNA  RISE  AGAIN. 

Group  2 Trio  1 

In  come  de  animals,  five  by  five; 

Group  1 Group  2 

Almost  dead,  and  hardly  alive. 

A1  1 

DEM  BONES  GONNA  RISE  AGAIN. 

Group  1 

In  come  de  animals,  six  by  six; 

Trio  1 

Three  with  clubs  and  three  with  sticks. 

A1  1 

DEM  BONES  GONNA  RISE  AGAIN. 
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CANINE  CHORUS 
Richard  Wheeler 


Group  1 

At  night  when  a neighborhood  canine 
Solo  1 

Starts  barking,  I note  with  chagrin 
Group  2 

That  often,  with  little  delay,  nine  — 

A1  1 

Or  ten  of  his  fellows  join  in. 

Group  3 

The  number  of  barkers  keeps  growing 
Group  1 

Till  dogs  are  complaining  for  squares. 

Solo  2 

With  only  the  first  barker  knowing 
A1  1 

What  started  the  state  of  affairs. 

Group  3 

And  when  the  first  dog  should  be  finished  — 
Solo  1 

When  cause  for  alarm  disappears  — 

Group  1 

His  barking  goes  on,  undiminshed, 

A1  1 

Because  of  the  barking  he  hears. 

Solo  4 

And  that's  how  the  dogs  in  my  sect 
Group  4 

The  mighty  of  voice  and  the  small 

Solo  4 Solo  3 

Wind  up,  to  my  frequent  dejection, 

A1 1 

In  full  cry  at  nothing  at  all. 
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THE  CROSSPATCH 
Arthur  Guiterman 


Solo  1 

Kag,  the  Porcupine,  poked  out  his  nose 
A1  1 

(He  lived  in  the  wilds  where  the  Allegash  flows). 

Group  1 Group  2 

His  temper  was  surly,  his  hair  wasn’t  curly. 

Group  3 Group  4 

He'd  risen  too  early,  which  heightened  his  woes. 
Solo  2 

Kag,  the  Porcupine,  lumbered  along. 

Group  4 

There  wasn't  a thing  in  the  woods  but  was  wrong. 
Group  1 

The  world  as  created  was  much  overrated; 

A1  1 

And,  oh!  how  he  hated  that  "Ch i ck-a-dee"  song! 

Solo  1 

Kag,  the  Porcupine,  lurched  on  his  way. 

Duet 

The  Fox  and  the  Wolverine  wished  him  "Good  day," 

A1  1 

But  Kag  only  mumbled  as  onward  he  tumbled. 

Solo  2 

"Some  people,"  he  grumbled,  "have  too  much  to  say." 
A1  1 

Kag,  the  Porcupine,  grumped  to  the  hills. 

Group  1 

"These  sociable  folks  are  the  worst  of  my  ills! 

Solo  1 Group  2 

I wish  I were  prickly  and  stickly!"  And  quickly 
He  found  himself  thickly  provided  with  quills! 

Solo  2 

Kag,  the  Porcupine,  nibbles  a cone. 
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THE  CROSSPATCH  continued 
Groups  3 and  4 

The  thistliest,  bristliest  quadruped  known 
Group  4 

Any  nobody  frets  him,  and  nobody  pets  him, 
A1  1 

But  everybody  lets  him  severely  alone! 


BUGS 

Margaret  Wise  Brcwn 


Solo  1 

I like  bugs . 

Group  1 Group  2 

Black  bugs,  green  bugs. 

Group  3 Group  4 

Bad  bugs,  mean  bugs, 

A1  1 

Any  kind  of  bug . 

Solo  2 

A bug  in  a rug. 

Solo  3 

A bug  in  the  grass. 

Solo  4 

A bug  on  the  sidewalk. 
Solo  3 

A bug  in  a gl ass  — 

A1  1 

I like  bugs . 

Group  1 Group  2 

Round  bugs,  shiny  bugs. 

Group  3 Group  4 

Fat  bugs,  buggy  bugs. 

Solo  1 Solo  2 

Big  bugs,  ladybugs 

A1  1 

I like  bugs . 
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THE  TOM-CAT 
Don  Marquis 

Solo  1 

At  midnight  in  the  alley 
A Tom-cat  comes  to  wail, 

A1 1 

And  he  chants  the  hate  of  a million  years 
As  he  swings  his  snaky  tail. 

Group  1 Group  2 Group  3 
He  twists  and  crouches  and  capers 

Group  4 

And  bares  his  curved,  sharp  claws. 

Solo  2 

And  he  sings  to  the  stars  of  jungle  nights 
A1  1 

Ere  cities  were,  or  laws. 

Group  1 

He  wi 1 1 1 i e on  a rug  tomorrow 
Group  2 

And  lick  his  silken  fur. 

Group  3 

And  veil  the  brute  in  his  yellow  eyes 

Group  4 All 

And  play  he’s  tame,  and  purr. 

Solo  3 

But  at  midnight  in  the  alley 
Group  1 

He  will  crouch  again  and  wail. 

Group  2 

And  beat  the  time  for  his  demon’s  song 
A1  1 

With  the  swing  of  his  demon’s  tail. 
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THE  COW 

01 iver  Hereford 


A1  1 

The  cow  is  too  well  known,  I fear. 

To  need  an  introduction  here. 

Solo  I 

If  she  should  vanish  from  earth’s  face 
A1  1 

It  would  be  hard  to  fill  her  place; 

Solo  2 

For  with  the  cow  would  disappear 
Group  1 

So  much  that  everyone  holds  dear. 

Group  2 

Oh,  think  of  all  the  boots  and  shoes. 

Group  3 Group  4 Group  1 

Milk  punches,  Gladstone  bags,  and  stews. 

Group  2 

And  things  too  numerous  to  count. 

Solo  3 

Oh  which,  my  child,  she  is  the  fount. 

Group  1 Group  2 

Let’s  hope,  at  least,  the  fount  may  last 

A1  1 

Until  our  generation’s  past. 


22 


THE  WOLF 

Georgia  Roberts  Durston 


Group  1 Group  2 

When  the  pale  moon  hides  and  the  wild  wind  wails. 
Group  3 

And  over  the  treetops  the  night  hawk  sails. 

Group  I 

The  gray  wolf  sits  on  the  world’s  farm  rim, 

A1  1 

And  howls:  and  it  seems  to  comfort  him. 


Solo  1 

The  wolf  is  a lonely  soul,  you  see. 

Group  4 Group  1 

No  beast  in  the  wood,  nor  bird  in  the  tree. 

Solo  2 Group  2 

But  shuns  his  path;  in  the  windy  gloom 

They  give  him  plenty,  and  plenty  of  room. 


Solo  3 

So  he  sits  with  his  long,  lean  face  to  the  sky 
Group  1 

Watching  the  ragged  clouds  go  by. 

Group  3 Solo  4 Solo  5 

There  in  the  night,  alone,  apart. 


Group  2 

Singing  the  song  of  his  lone,  wild  heart. 


Group  4 

Far  away,  on  the  world's  dark  rim 
Solo  6 A1 1 

He  howls,  and  it  seems  to  comfort  him. 
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SAND 


Richard  Armour 


Group  1 

Sand  beside  the  sea  is  pretty. 

Group  2 

But  in  between  your  teeth  is  gritty. 

Group  1 

Sand  is  soft  on  joints  and  sockets. 

Group  2 

But  fills  your  trouser  cuffs  and  pockets. 
Group  3 

Sand  is  nice,  there  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

Solo 

But  once  in  hair,  just  won’t  get  out  of  it. 
Group  4 

Sand  would  really  be  just  dandy 


A1  1 


If  only  it  weren’t  quite  so  sandy. 
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MYSELF 

Anonymous 


Solo  1 

I have  to  live  with  myself,  and  so 
Group  1 

I want  to  be  fit  for  myself  to  know. 

Solo  2 

I want  to  be  able,  as  days  go  by. 

Group  2 

Always  to  look  myself  straight  in  the  eye. 
Group  1 

I don't  want  to  stand  with  the  setting  sun. 
And  hate  myself  for  the  things  I've  done. 

Solo  3 

I want  to  go  out  with  my  head  erect. 

Group  3 

I want  to  deserve  all  men's  respect; 

A1  1 

But  here  in  the  struggle  for  fame  and  wealth. 
Group  4 

I want  to  be  able  to  like  myself. 

Group  2 

I don't  want  to  look  at  myself  and  know 
A1  1 

That  I'm  bluster  and  bluff  and  empty  show. 
Group  1 

I never  can  hide  myself  from  me; 

Group  2 

I see  what  others  may  never  see; 

Group  3 

I know  what  others  may  never  kndw; 

Group  4 

I never  can  fool  myself,  and  so. 

Solo  4 A1 1 

Whatever  happens,  I want  to  be 
Self-respecting  and  consc i ence-f ree . 
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BREAKING  THE  ICE 
Unknown 


Group  1 Solo  1 

Slippery  ice,  very  thin, 

A1  1 

Pretty  girl  tumbled  in. 

Group  2 

Saw  a boy  on  the  bank. 

Group  3 Group  1 

Gave  a shriek,  and  then  she  sank. 

Solo  2 

Boy  on  bank  heard  her  shout. 

Group  2 Group  3 

Jumped  right  in  and  pulled  her  out. 

Duet  Solo  3 

Now  they’re  married,  very  nice; 

A1  1 

But  she  had  to  break  the  ice. 
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THE  BUTTER  BETTY  BOUGHT 
Anonymous 


A1  1 

Betty  Bottar  bought  some  butter; 

Solo  1 A1 1 Solo  1 

"But,"  Said  she,  "this  butter’s  bitter! 

Solo  2 

If  I put  it  in  my  batter 
Group  1 

It  will  make  my  batter  bitter. 

Group  2 

But  a bit  of  better  butter 
Solo  3 

Will  but  make  my  batter  better." 

Group  1 

So  she  bought  a bit  o’ butter. 

Group  2 

Made  her  bitter  batter  better. 

Solo  4 

So  'twas  better  Betty  Bottar 
A1  1 

Bought  a bit  o’ better  butter. 


THE  SMILE 
Anthony  Euwer 

Solo 

No  matter  how  grouchy  you’re  feeling, 

A1  1 

You’ll  find  the  smile  more  or  less  healing. 
Group  1 

It  grows  in  a wreath 
Group  2 

A1 1 around  the  front  teeth  -- 
A1  1 

Thus  preserving  the  face  from  congealing. 


STEPS  TO 

CONSTRUCTIVE  CRITICISM 


ATTITUDE 

"I  want  to  point 

out  the  strong  and  weak  points  of 
this  person’s  work,  and  suggest 
ways  to  improve.  I want  to 
help  this  person  GROW.” 


BE 
POSITIVE! 

/ “Give 
/ credit  where 
/ credit  is  due”. 

J Speak  in  terms 
*of  potential  for 
improvement,  rather 
than  failure  or  “poor 
performance”. 


BE  SPECIFIC! 

Describe  actions, 
do  not  label,  e.g.  Instead 
of  saying,  “Boring  speech”,  identify  the  problem  areas. 
Try  “Involve  your  audience  with  examples  or  personal 
experience.  Eye  contact  is  important.”  Suggest 
alternatives  to  help  the  speaker. 

He'll  appreciate  it. 


BE  HAPPY 

that  you  cared  enough  to 
comment!  That  person  now  has  a 
clearer  picture  of  his 
efforts,  through 
your  eyes. 

THANK  YOG! 


4-H  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES 


ADDITIONAL  NOTFS 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES 


Send  us  your  idea  for  a Speech  Activity! 


Send  to:  4-H  Pub! ic  Speaking  Program 

Alberta  Agriculture,  4-H  Branch 
10th  Floor,  Agriculture  Bldg. 
9718  - 107  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2C8 
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